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John Evans 1934 – 2015

John Evans 1934 – 2015

John was born July 21st 1934 in Cardiff. He started playing clarinet at 15.  With his first band rehearsals took place in his front room at home, when their neighbour Mr Rogers couldn’t take any more he would tap on the living room window and that was the sign to stop.

In 1952 he did his National Service in the RAF, playing in the Fighter Command Band.  After completing his National Service John went to the Guild Hall School of Music and after that he stayed in London and worked as a professional musician. John worked with many bands including Freddy Randell, Mick Mulligan and George Melly, Lynn Saunders as well as backing top-line cabaret entertainers such as Clinton Ford. John also played drums and sax.

In 1957 he met Jean and they lived in a flat in Earls Court which they shared with Ray Warleigh. Jean and John were married in 1961. Sian was born in 1964 and Jemma in 1967

To support his new family he became an English Lecturer at Southgate College, forming a band there called The Complete Works. He taught there for the next 18 years continuing as a semi- professional musician.

After he took early retirement in the mid 80’s he worked full time as a musician working with Trevor Anthony, on drums, the Bob Guthrie Band, the JCM Band, Gentle Jazz and Harlem Airshaft with Mike Nash, Chris Hodgkins and Max Brittan. John was also a member of the Anglo Welsh Allstars and Dick William’s Six.

http://www.chrishodgkins.co.uk/recordingsreviews/

Mike Nash (Trombone), John Evans (Clarinet), Max Brittain (Guitar), John Ferguson (Double Bass) and Clive Pracy (Drums). Ealing Jazz Festival August, 2000. Don Cook replaces Clive Pracy in 2008.

John Evans with Harlem Airshaft London 18th January 2008 playing Rosetta

http://www.chrishodgkins.co.uk/recordingsreviews/

John Evans Memorial Evening, Tuesday 5th April at the PJS, Cafe Jazz, Cardiff

Please click the link to see a video of the evening by Paul Dunleavy. Many thanks for the PJS for organising the event

John Evans Memorial Evening video  featuring the Dick Williams Six + Tim Wacher, Lynn Saunders, Chris Hodgkins, Bob Tunnicliffe, John Hummerstone on Tuesday 5 April  at Café Jazz, St. Mary’s Street, Cardiff.
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		Yorkshire Bitter The other day I noticed an article in the Guardian, “Yorkshire Symphony Orchestra brought back to life after 66 years”.  The Yorkshire Symphony Orchestra has been revived seventy-four years after it was first formed.  The Yorkshire Symphony Orchestra has been revived to support musicians in northern England hit by the pandemic. A few idle thoughts…
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		Firstly the Arts Council’s magazine Create – vanity publishing in an age of austerity. I looked into the Arts Council’s publication of their magazine “Create”. “The publication cost £16,999 to commission the essays. Nineteen contributors in all, of which only three contibutors gave their services for free. £1062 an essay – nice work if you…
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		A key strand in the “Salute To Humphrey Lyttelton Tour” that took place from the 18th of November to the 5th of December 2021 is “Create Your Tune”. The National Youth Jazz Collective (NYJC) in partnership with the “Salute To Humphrey Lyttelton“ band are launching the scheme. This scheme is for people of any age…

	

	
		
		
			
				Read More The National Youth Jazz Collective in partnership with the “Salute to Humphrey Lyttelton” band launch Create Your Tune
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		Press Release Trumpeter Chris Hodgkins releases three albums The “Salute To Humphrey Lyttelton” album was recorded after last November’s 17 date UK tour, the Chris Hodgkins International Quartet album “Festooned with Trumpets”, was recorded after their tour in 2019 and the Vic Parker, Chris Hodgkins, Jed Williams album was recorded live at the Quebec Hotel, Cardiff…

	

	
		
		
			
				Read More Press Release – Trumpeter Chris Hodgkins releases three albums
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		  Applications now open for Help Musicians’ prestigious Peter Whittingham Jazz Award  Today, 5 September 2022, Help Musicians open applications for its prestigious Peter Whittingham Jazz Award, offering financial support towards a musical activity and business advice to a jazz musician or band at a tipping point in their career. Now in its 32nd year, it is awarded…

	

	
		
		
			
				Read More Applications now open for Help Musicians’ prestigious Peter Whittingham Jazz Award 
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		An excellent article in June’s edition of Jazzwise by Andy Robson. NYJO are celebrating fifty years. They used to say life begins at forty but in this case,  life roars ahead at fifty. Congratulations to Bill Ashton, Nigel Tully, Jack Fallow, Mark Armstrong and the rest of the NYJO team.

	

	
		
		
			
				Read More Congratulations to the National Youth Jazz Orchestra celebrating fifty years
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